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T e original  school-house  in  Charon  is  said  to  '»•  are  stood 
on  the  spot  between  the  house  formerly  occuj  led  by  Dr.  Tirrrll 
an  ’ 1 -.tf  r by  T'r.  Paeon,  no  1 o med  by  1 r.  ^il^s  Pool-’  , and  the 
h-  • bo  built  by  r.  Tosiah  Johnson,  commonly  known  as  the"fhoate 
bouse",  on  the  westerly  side  of  'orfch  ain  i-tr  et. 

Put  the  H old  school-house”,  the  oldest  Vnovn  to  any 
l<  '-eons  now  living,  war  situ  ated  on  the  north-west  corner  of 
the  Congregational  Church  lot  at  th  end  of  the  present  row 
of  horse- shed 8 ♦ ?h  V s building  the  principal  school-house 
of  the  town  until  the  new  one  was  built  on  the  corner  of  School 
Ptr-  t.  'ow  im,  or  tart  it  vas,  may  be  understood  fro'n  a state  - 
merit  in  an  obituary  to  r.  r amuel  ■"wan,  a teacher  in  1634  .wvd  o, 
that  "at  thf  early  aye  of  seventeen  years,  he  t dight  a school 
of  eighty- thr  e pupils". 

The  removal  of  the  old  school-house  and  the  build i 
of  th--  new  one,  naturally  caused  a line  of  demarkation  h-e tween 
the  old  scholars  <-uid  the  younger  ones.  Those  who  had  a*  rinded 
school  in  thr-  old  build  in  <•  very  A roperly  con  id  eyed  tV.nsvlvas 
fh<  original  yr  duates  of  the  Charon  Public  "chool  ami  onsitl  d 
to  v certain  recognition  from  the  younger  oner,  as  . uber  of  * 

.it  u]  per  clues.  oreover , ought onhar  Institute,  a j riv;«.t<- 

school  organis'd  by  r.  Can  ford  Waters  "tilings  for  f-o  study 
of  thr  higher  hi  • oh«  of  1<  5,  begun  in. 1861,  and  a- 

mony  its  gr xduates  and  pupils  there  had  arisen  conoid* rablr 
enthusiasm  and  . everal  anniv.  rsary  celebr.  tions  had'  been  held , 

80  t by  1 71,  t o iuij  ils  f the  old  x >hlic  ~cho61  e .t 
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something  of  the  contrition,  and  developed  an  inpulse  to  draw 
more  closely  together  and  form  a little  clan  of  their  own. 

Py  this  tine  also,  the  thinning  out  cf  the  ranks  by 
Old  Pather  Tine,  the  reaper,  and  the  consciousness  of  increas- 
ing years,  hrough^about  a congenial  feeling  of  nearness  among 
the  survivors,  which  prompted  the  desire  to  get  together  once 
more  and  renew  the  association  of  school  days . This  pleasant 
feeling  and  the  desire  for  fellowship  culminated  in  the  fol- 
lowing interesting  manner. 

Pometime  previous  to  1 <71,  Mrs.  Amanda  Hixson  Cl^pp 
and  Mrs.  Hannah  Lothrop  Leonard,  both  residents  of  Jamaica  Plain 
were  talking  over  old  times  at  Pharon,  which  was  the  home  of 
their  youth,  and  of  how  pleasant  it  would  be  for  the  old  school- 
mates to  come  together  again  and  enjoy  a reunion.  It  was  for- 
tunate, perhaps,  that  Plmira  P.  ”rinship,  a young  lady  from  Pha- 
ron  of  a later  generation,  happened  to  he  present  with  them, 
otherwise  the  conversation  might  have  ended  in  simply  this 
exchange  of  reminiscenses  with  no  more  practical  termination. 

ut  she,  knowing  the  interest  her  mother  would  f el  in  the  sug- 
gestion, took  it  upon  herself  to  invite  these  ladies  to  her 
home  in  Pharon,  sometime  during  the  next,  summer. 

And  thus  it  came  about  that  through  the  hearty  approval 
of  vrs.  V'inship,  the  old.  pupils  of  the  Center  school  w-  re  in- 
vited to  meet  at  her  home  in  Pharon,  on  August  9th,  1871, 

The  date  18*4  was  set  upon,  and  all  pupils  ho  had  atten- 
ded the  school  before  th-.t  tine,  including  their  families,  were 
cordially  irvited  to  he  present. 


"^ifty  invitations  /ere  extende 
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and  thirty  persona  accepted.  Among  then  as  recalled  by  rs. 

Win ship  at  the  present  tine,  were  Amanda  Hixson  Clapp,  Hannah 
Lothrop  Leonard,  Henrietta  Dunbar  Leonard,  Par ah  Dunbar  1 "e  /ins, 

.'■'ary  ""lizabeth  Johnson  Brahe,  George  Dunbar,  George  H.  ann  and  his 
wife  Laura  Johnson  Mann,  Elizabeth  Johnson  ”hite,  ’illiam  B.  ann, 
and  his  vife  Mary  Ke  vins  Mann,  who  had  been  both  a pupil  and  a 
teacher  in  the  school,  Emily  Tawes  Talbot,  Elizabeth  Estey  Hinckley, 
her  husband  and  her  two  brothers  George  and  Thomas  Kstey,  Charles 
T).  Hixson,  T'dwin  H i chard s,  Artemus  Bichards,  Emily  He  /ins  Le^eur, 
and  several  others  not  definitely  recalled. 

This  gathering  seems  to  have  b en  entirely  informal, 
nothing  had  bf en  Mcut  and  dried",  and  no  permanent  organization 
was  contemplated.  It  wa  : simply  a pleasant  reunion  of  old 
school-mate 8 gathered  together  'to  talk  over  old  times,  and  vith 
no  more  serious  purpose  than  to  keep  in  touch  with  one  mother, 
and  not  altogether  lose  the  kinship  of  youthful  association. 

Hut  so  ready  was  the  response  to  the  call,  and  so  enjoyable  was 
the  occasion,  that,  before  separating,  it  was  voted  to  meet  a- 
gain,  and  George  d nbar  was  appointed  president  and  ary  T . 

Johnson  Drake,  treasurer,  of  an  organization  to  be  no  n as 
the  Charon  Center  Gchool  Association. 

The  name  of  the  secretary,  if  one  were  chosen,  cannot 
now  he  recalled,  and  t hf re  are  no  records  known  to  he  in  exis- 
tence e trlier  th.n  the  year  1888;  hut  it  is  t robHhle  that  from 
this  time  yearly  meetings  w re  held,  although  ath  no  fixed  or- 
ganization - no  fy-Laws  - the  reunions  being  voted  for  succeeding 
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years  from  one  year  to  another,  as  is  the  custom  at  the  present 
tine.  The  recollections  of  persons  now  living,  however,  serves 
the  historian  to  m&ke  sone  mention  of  these  earlier  gatherings. 

In  1872",  the  second  meeting  was  held  at  the  hone  of  Mrs. 
Finship,  and  a collation  was  served  in  the  all  in  Hr.  kinship's 
factory,  and  it  is  recalled  that  the  servers  on  that  occasion 
m re  the  young  people  of  the  wjnship  and  ann  families,  but  no- 
thing further  concerning  the  details  of  this  reunion  can  be 
given. 

In  the  absence  of  any  records  it  cannot  be  determined 
Just  where  and  when  the  meetings  for  the  few  following  years 
were  held,  hut  the  date  of  the  first  meeting  is  undoubtedly 
correct,  as  a mention  of  it  has  been  found  in  an  old  private 
diary.  At  some  subsequent  time,  it  wan  evidently  voted  to  ex- 
tend the  limit  of  membership  to  include  all  scholars  and  teach- 
ers who  had  "been  connected  with  the  old  school  house  which  was 
removed  in  1852,  but  nothing  is  recorded.  This  loss  should 
teach  the  younger  members  a lesson  concerning  the  importance 
of  making  a record  of  interesting  proceedings  for  the  benefit 
of  future  generations. 

several  following  mee tings  were  held,  two  or  three  at 
least,  with  frs.  Charles  D.  Hixson,  and  another  item  from  a 
private  diary  gives  the  information  th.it  in  18^4  on  August  20th 
a reunion  of  the-  center  School  was  again  held  at  r.  Charles 
Finship* 8a  emory  also  records  a meeting  at  the  brick  house 
with  Fliza  Fillings  Hixon  and  Car ah  C.  vllis  in  1877,  and  in 
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1880  with  Joel  P.  Hewins  and  his  wife,  Garah  Dunbar  Hewins. 

The  regular  records  begin  in  1888,  when  on  August  30th 
"the  Aharon  Center  school  Association  held  its  eighteenth  an- 
nual meeting  with  Mr*  and  Mrs.  Solomon  Talbot",  and  fro. i this 
date,  with  the  exception  of  1890  and  1891,  the  records  for  which 
are  missing,  there  exists  a complete  record  of  all  the  meetings 
of  the  association  copied  in  the  hook  down  to  the  present  time. 

At  this  meeting  in  1888,  George  Dunbar  of  Poston,  the 
President  appointed  at  the  first  meeting  in  1871,  was  in  the 
chair,  and  ^unford  waters  Billings  was  the  secretary.  The  re- 
cords show  that  sixty-eight  persons  were  x^resent,  and  at  the 
business  meeting  the  following  officers  were  chosen.  It  will 
be  of  interest  to  preserve  these  names: 

The  President  was,  George  Dunbar  of  Poston. 

The  Vice-Presidents  were  Edwin  Richards  of  Gharon 

Mrs.  Isaac  Newton  Linfield  of  G t ought o 
Alden  Bioknell  of  voxboro 

Isaac  Newton  Linfield  of  Gt ought on 

Mrs.  panny  E.  Holbrook  of  Gharon 

Mrs.  Edeon  Clapp  of  Jamaica  Plain 
Mrs.  J.  Alonzo  Leonard  " " 


Mrs. 

Golonon  Talbot 

of 

Gharon 

Mrs. 

Emmons  Leonard 

of 

Gharon 

Mrs  • 

Albert  Hewins 

of 

^haron 

Mrs. 

Jo  si  ah  ,,r.  Perry 

of 

Gharon 

^amuel  Swan 

of 

Boston 

Mrs. 

John  S*  Middleton 

of 

Gharon 

Joel  Pett^e 


of  Gharon 


’ 


Hanford  "at*  rs  " ill!1:  *s  of  iron 


The  Cecretary  wan, 

The  Treasurer  wis,  Mrs.  BlizabethM.  Billings 

and  th*  re  was  a conni  tteo  of  six  -v  . the  rs. 

Of  these  . e^enteen  officers  in  1880 , the  canes  of  but 
six  are  no;  loft  standing  uj  on  the  roll  of  .ember  ship. 

An  interesting  feature  of  thif  nesting  was  the  ta^ii.r 
o*  a photograph  of  the  group  by  Mr.  .T . ’*?arrori  Talbot,  a f o v 
copies  of  which  are  still  in  existence  and  highly  x rized  by 
the  fortunate  owners. 

The  ] roceedings  v/ere  much  as  they  are  tod«y;  a colla- 
tion was  sensed  in  spacious  tent;  letters  wore  r?  ad  , ad  dr*  s 
ees  r.icvde ; stories  told;  and  songs  sung. 

Considerable  tine  -as  occupied  /ith  the  rr'  trting  oi  r<  - 
volutions  upon  the  deaths  of  v ibers  d’Tir.  t e year,  an  • t' 
prev  vilin  - sentiment  ’•••as  r ll  ex-  ressed  in  t : -losing  /or.  s 
of  ore  of  thesje  resolutions;  "As  our  r;m> s grow  thin,  3m 
those  ho  remain  cling  closer  to  -ether.” 

The  reunion  of  the  following  year  was  he  d on  August 
29 th  with  "rs.  Oorodon  Cpaulding  at  Canton.  "A  collection 
v „s  called  for  and.  all  bills,  both  past  and  present  /ere  p .id 

the  re*  ordfl  say.  ifty-se^en  persons  present  " mic  11 

* 

rt  turned  to  th<  r homes  wit>  feelj  iga  of  4elight"|to 
again  fron  the  records. 

Th  next  recorded  nesting  was  on  August  25th,  Inn:.,  at 
t1  e horn*  of  ' r.  and  rs.  ’-Tmons  Leonard  in  Aharon • i ty  x :r 
.’ons  */**re  present.  The  occasion  was  an  enjoyable  one  and  c 
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extr  ict  fro:--.  <V  if  secretary’s  report  dll  beet  conv  n- 

• r lii  riends  ■ another  good-bye:  "The 

me*  ting | li>e  jts  predecessors , va-  filled  to  the  brim  zith 
delight,  tinged  rith  a shade  of  sadness,  ae  w oalled  to  mind 
the  names  of  those  who  have  gone  be  ore.  Thin  /ill  always  bo. 
tru*  at  each  reunion  doubtless,  for  th<  r-uive  of  our  <«.r.  .y  of 
schoolmates  and  teachers  must  he  thi  ed  by  those  -ho,  one  by 
one,  shall  fall  by  the  way.  vot  vr  dll  not  forsahe  our  ( t* 
ings  because  some  are  called  away  from  our  reunions  on  r rUu 
’vr  .ill  t.hf  rather  treasure  thfjr  armories  a : they  ; . ;s  on  be- 
fore ns,  and  acre  firmly  and  lovingly  trust  our  iniul  ;ont 
"eavenly  'abhor  who  tenderly  leads  his  children.  ------- 

/'s  the  friends  one  after  another  wended  their  way  home,  it  ./  u> 
dth  the  promise  that  the  reunions  in  days  to  come  she u Id  not 
b<  forgotten.” 

vearly  meetings  are  from  thi  - time  recorded,  but  • i, t# 
exercises  were  very  much  the  swru  ai  but  1J  1 var  ap- 
pears in  t e character  of  the  proceedings,  no  especial  int*  r- 
est.  ill  attach  to  any  detailed  narration  o the  reunions  for 
the  folio  zing  ten  years,  .here  and  there  hov/-v.?r,  an  item 
from  the  records  may  be  referred  to  as  indicative  some  change 
of  importance . A statement  of  th*  places  where  the  subsequent 
meetings  r<- re  held  /ill  also  enable  many  of  the  members  of 
fW  association  to  read  betwer  n the  lines  and  recall  many  i lea- 
8 nt  me  lories  hie)  coul<  not  h«  recorded  in  the  Pe  ore  tar;  *s 
booh . 
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The  reunion  of  1894  /us  V Id  i ith  "r.  and  rs  T>.  ’veb- 
8ter  Pettee  in  Aharon,  on  August  oOth.  It  was  voted  "tv  at 
the  date  of  member ship  b-  extended,  to  1861."  In  a resolution 
offered  to  the  memory  of  ary  "Francis  Ide  Kenney  it  is  stated 
that,  " she  vas  one  of  the  four  /ho  first  originated  th*  idea 
ted  a iesire  for  these  reunions,  a quarter  of  a 
century  ago." 

On  August  29th,  189  ),  th«  meeting  as  ag  ,in  h<  Id  .vith 
r.  and  ''rs.  Solomon  Talbot.  The  Lent  wa.--  ab  indoned  on  ac- 
count of  the* 'threatening  weather  and  *th<  sj  icious  barn  af- 
forded a Most  fitting  and  comfortable  . lac/  for  spreading 
the  tables*"  Totice  was  taken  of  the  death  of  George  unbar, 
to  quot«  from  the  resolutions:  "Fleeted  a/  our  ioial  h< 
nearly  a quarter  of  a century  ago,  h's  -.ssociates  have  sho  vn 
their  estimation  of  his  fitness,  for  the  position  by  annually, 
since  then,  reelecting  him  to  that  office.  'e  /as  loved  as 
a schoolmate,  re.  ct  d is  citfzen,  ind  as  our  associate, 
highly  est'c.med.  He  manifested  his  interest  in  our  association 
an’  love  for  his  old  schoolmates  by  (with  few  exceptions)  be- 
ing , resent  at  all  our  reunions." 

In  consequence  of  the  death  of  this  highly  esteemed 
efficient  president  it  was  feared  \ty  some  tb  t t org  m- 
i nation  must  also  cfafl-  to  exist,  hut  /ter  some  discussion, 
t’u  vote  showed  that  a l«.r  re  majority  f -vored  a continuance , 
and  r.  d 'in  Fi chard s was  * lc-cted  to  fill  tVu  vacant  chair, 
ar:  r.  George  Richards  was  elected  Treasurer. 
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The  next  meeting,  on  August  2?th,  1896,  whs  held  at 
ronton  with  Mr*  and  ' rs.  William  K.  Hawes* 

The  reunion  of  August  26th,  1897,  was  held  at  the  Town 
House  in  Sharon,  and  again  at  the?  sane  plane  August  26th,  1898* 
At  this  latter  meeting,  Benjamin  Raynolds  was  chosen  President* 

August  31s t,  1899,  the  meeting  was  at  Canton  with  ; r. 
and  Mrs.  Hawes  for  the  second  time,  and  on  August  30th,  1900, 
with  M r*  and  • rs.  Silas  A.  stone  at  their  home  on  Hillings 
Street  in  Charon. 

The  association  net  again  at  Canton  on  August  29th, 

1901,  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haves  n "Novelty  Hall".  At  this  meet- 
ing Mrs.  H.  Rebecca  Johnson  was  chosen  Treasurer.  A co  ’posi- 
tion written  by  N.  Augusta  Bandall,  a schoolgirl  in  1849,  en- 
titled " A Description  of  Charon",  was  read  by  the  Secretary, 
this  was  the  last  reunion  recorded  by  the  Secretary,  can- 

ford  ,,r  tens  Billings,  the  closing  words  of  the  record  are  sig- 

# 

nifioant:  "Between  four  and  five  o* clock,  school  mates  and 

friends  began  to  separate  and  seek  their  homes,  bidding  one 
another  good-bye,  pledging  anew  their  devotion,  and  promising 
that  the  reunion  of  1902  should  not  he  forgotten." 

The  average  attendance  at  all  recorded  meetings  up  to 
and  including  the  one  in  1901,  had  been  fifty- six,  and  the 
collections,  though  small,  had  ben  sufficient  to  cover  all 
expenses. 

The  loss  of  the  secretary,  who  so  long  had  performed 
with  willing  hands,  the  work,  of  association,  was  keenly 
felt,  and  it  was  the  general  f' cling  that,  a new  era  had  dawned, 


■ 
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an (3.  one  rhich  presented  nuoh  uncertaint  in  prospect. 

It  was  ith  many  forebodings,  therefore,  that  e.v* n 
tht  most  hopeful  o •*  the  members  of  the  association  Withered 
on  August  28th,  1.  02  at  "'’ov<  ity  hall"  in  Canton  with  r.  and 
"rs.  awes. 

It  was  very  apparent  that  a feeling  of  depression 
bore  heavily  upon  all  present  which  it,  was  difficult  to  shake 
off.  Put  the  hopeful  nnd  chf  erful  te,  iperartent  of  the  l , :ented 
secretary  vas  recalled,  the  encour  p;in  : words  of  his  report 
of  the  1 *st  meeting  vere  re  .d,  and  for  the  second  tin*-  ir.  the 
history  of  the  association  the  sentiment  so  often  expressed 
by  him  - looking;  forward  and  not  backward  - prevailed,  aid 
it  w;.s  "voted  to  hold  further  meetings" . At  the  business 
mootin  '-  hi  oh  followed,  Cohn  ff • Phillips  was  chosen  secret  ry. 
It  was  voted  to  a d ten  years  to  the  li  lit  of  membership, 
brinfrinn;  the  tine  down  to  1871 1 and  ^lso  voted  to  change  the 
date  of  the  next  ne< tin**  to  the  Inst  Thursday  in  duly,  the 
place  to  bo  ^haron* 

Obituary  notices  were  offered  in  memory  of  Hanford 
’■frU'  rs  "illii^s,  the  former  secr<  tary,  and  ^d  in  ^i  chard  a,  on*, 
of  the  former  ] residents  of  the  association. 

The  attendance  at  this  meeting  is  not  recorded,  but 
to  collection,  added  to  the  balance  fro.  the  * recoedin y year, 
amounted  to  thirt«-*-n  dollars  and  fifty-four  cents,  a hopeful 
si  rr\ . 

’Vith  the  extension  of  the  time  li.it  for  :iembership , 
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more  persons  h«.d  become  actively  interested  in  the  association, 
as  it  was  hoped  would  he  the  result,  and  sore  money  was  con- 
tributed* In  proceeding  years,  notices  of  meetings  had  been 
issued  upon  post  cards,  hut  in  view  of  the  larger  outlook, 
the  invitations  to  the  reunion  of  July  30th,  1903,  were  in  the 
form  of  a printed  sheet  with  a out  of  the  old  school  house  at 
the  top.  pspeoial  efforts  'ere  made  to  induce  members  from 
out  of  town , who  had  long  since  dissolved  any  connections  vith 
their  old  homes,  to  come  out  on  this  occasion  and  renew  the 
acquaintances  of  youth.  The  argument  to  this  end  and  expressed 
in  the  invitations  was:  "Let  each  one  who  may  ha^e  any  doubt 
of  his  welcome  argue  vith  himself  thus:  * I believe  they  will 
he  glad  to  sec  me  for  the  sane  reason  that  I shall  be  glad  to 
ace  them1,  and  hesitate  no  longer.  And  remember  that  each  of 
these  opportunities  missed,  may  possibly  be  repeated  indeed, 
but  can  never  be  re-called." 

The  fact  that  this  meeting  would  come  in  "Old  Home  Week", 
it  was  thought  would  also  help  very  consid-  rably  to  make  the 
occasion  attractive. 

The  exercises  were  held  in  the  Unitarian  Vestry  and  a 
tent  was  spread  on  the  lawn  for  luncheon.  Letters  were  read 
from  thirteen  absent  members,  and  an  original  poem  from  one* 

Twelve  addressed  were  made  and  there  was  music.  Benjamin  Ray- 
nold3  retired  from  the  office  of  President  with  a vote  of  thanks, 
and  vdmund  H*  He wins,  a nephew  of  the  first  president  of  the  asso- 
ciation, was  elected  to  fill  his  place.  Tore  than  one  hundred  per- 
sons were  present  and  the  success  of  the  gathering  v/as  especially 
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gratifying  to  those  who  had  worked  hard  tc  bring  it  about. 

The  meeting  of  August  4th,  1904,  held  at  the  sa .-if.  place 
as  that  of  1903,  was  presided  over  hy  the  V.  ce-President , V.enry 
7.  Talbot,  in  the  absence  of  the  Prep  dent,  and  Ilmira  v,inship 

performed  the  duties  of  Secretary  in  the  absence  of  t at  of- 
ficial. Miss  kinship  also  sent  out  the  letter  of  invitation, 
to  th(  closing  words  of  whiohi  "Come  and  see  how  good  it  is  to 
breathe  the  pure  air  of  r'haron,  to  look  into  the  faces  of  old 
friends,  to  talk  of  happy  school-du/s , and  to  speak  of  those  who 
have  received  their  promotion  into  another  class  of  the  Pat.  cr's 
school”,  much  of  the  interest  in  this  reunion  may  be  due.  The 
dinner  tables  were  spread  in  the  Vestry,  and  the  association 
voted  to  adopt  the  table  plan  for  dinner,  instead  of  t ;(  basket 
lunch,  for  the  future.  About  one  hundred  and  twenty- f ive  i pr- 
isons were  present. 

Henry  ‘r.  Talbot  whs  elected  President,  the  exercises 
were  much  as  usual  and  the  nee  tiny  adjourned  with  the  sinking 
of  "Hod  he  with  you  till  we  meet  again". 

The  celebration  of  "Old  Home  ’"e*  kM  had  now  become  an 
established  custom  in  Massachusetts  and  especially  in  Sharon 
these  occasions,  since  the  'Irst  one  in  1902,  had  met  with 
marked  success  to  which  tbu  reunions  of  the  Center  fchool  As- 
sociation largely  contributed.  These  reunions  occupied  the 
whole  of  one  day  and  attracted  many  persons  from  out  of  town, 
and  in  th-  evening  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  i istorical  f’o- 
ciety  added  much  of  interest  for  those  visitors,  and  the  two 


. 
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attractions  evidently  had  r roved  a strong  inducement  .'or  them 
to  accent  th.e  opportunities  offered  and  renow  and  strengthen 
the  ties  of  old  association. 

In  1905  another  letter  of  invitation  was  sent  out  and 
the  printed  sheet  /as  illustrated  by  a second  picture  - a ne  ly 
taVen  photograph  of  the  present  High  School  building. 

On  August  3rd  the  net  ting  was  called  to  ord' r in  the 
Unitarian  Vestry,  by  the  President,  Henry  ~ . Talbot,  and  aft*  r 
the  dinner  hour  had  gassed  and  the  formal  busines:-  i roc  rdinrs 
had  been  concluded,  the  usual  exercises  of  the  afternoon  fol- 
lowed. / any  letters  had  been  received  from  absent  members,  vhich 
v/ere  read,  and  ten  short  addresses  cer-'  made. 

About  one  hundred  and  seventy  persons  were  present,  in 
eluding  fourteen  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  association,  ho 
■icre  over  eighty years  of  age.  Reports  of  the  reunion  were  p int- 
ed  in  the  Hh.aron  and  Stoughton  local  papers  and  in  the  Poston 
"Globe"  and  "Herald". 

On  August  2nd , 1906,  the  thirty-sixth  reunion  v as  ob- 
served. At  the  dinner  in  the  Unitarian  ,restry,  one  hundred 
’ twenty-five  persons  vtrer,seated,  and  the  tables  re  pret- 
tily  decorated  with  flowers.* 

The  afternoon  progr  xi  was  carried  out  in  the  church,  a- 
\ove  and  ’/as  fully  an  en*oy  ble  as  usual.  Porha*  s the  list 
of  Si  eakers  included  rather  more  than  usual  of  those  old  school- 
mates who  had  won  success  and  distinction  in  public  life,  /bile 
the  social  side  of  the  occasion  lost  none  of  its  accustomed 


charm 
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It  was  voted  to  add  another  ten  ye  tire  to  the  limit  of 
membership,  thus  admitting  <».ll  teachers  and  scholars  previous 
to  188.? , and  iss  ' ay  L.  -elt  was  t dded  to  the  list  of  o*  ficers 
as  Assist. tnt  secretary*  '?our  members  were  present  who  h<*d 
attended  school  more  than  seventy  years  ago . 

Th^  records  for  several  years  pa3t  give  evidence  that 
one  feature  in  the  exercises  which  was  made  especially  prom- 
inent ir  the  earlier  history  of  the  association,  viz:  the  read- 
ing of  obituary  notices,  has  become  largely  obsolete.  It  is 
not  necessary,  however,  to  reason  from  this  fact  that  the  asso- 
ciation is  less  lindful  of  tV  loss  which  is  yearly  sustained 
through  the  passing  away  o^  old  friends,  nor  that  their  memories 
are  less  ch  ar  than  formerly  to  the  older  members,  but  rather 
that  the  more  cheerful  and  hopeful  spirit  is  prevailing  over 
the  one  which  formerly  cast  a suggestion  of  sadness  - a sad- 
nes  more  manifest  although  no  more  real  than  now. 

This  history  is  brought,  down  to  date,  but  it  is  by  no 
means  closed. 

There  are  now  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine  names  upon  the 
roll  of  membership,  ninety-fight  from  fharor;  one  hundred  and 
♦fifty-three  from  other  places  in  yassachusetts j and  seventeen 
other  states  in  the  TTnion  are  represented,  by  from  one  to  seven 
each. 

At  the  present  time  in  1907,  the  association  seems  to 


he  established  upon  a substantial  basis  and  the  prospects  ap- 
pear bright. 

It  la  thirty- a lx  /ears  sine*  tl  hel<  , 

several  of  the.  original  nembers  are  still  actively  enjoying 
the  yearly  reunions;  many  ne.  / ones  have  co.ie  in,  v 1 all  are 
interested.  The  past  of  t e fharon  Center  School  Association 
sho’u-  an  enviable  record;  toe  future  gives  pro.  is«-  of  nothing 
lc  s . 


> 


